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837 47. Tts complete and flnal payment 83 a watter for
congratulution, . L

From the moneys and securities in the sinking fund of
the General Fund debt, the sum of 2,105,543 71 has
been paid, aud the General Fuud debt to fhit extent ex-
tinguished. There remains to be paid the sum of $800-
000, which does not beoome due until the flest day of
July next, when it will be paid, and the Geueral Fund
debt, which bns so long been 1o existemes, will also be
fully extinguisbed, except & small amouut fovested for
the payment of Indinn snuuitics.

On the 30th of Sepiewber last the Cansl debt, lesa the
balnuees in the sluking fund, amounted to 8,630,016 29.
Of this sum $580.000 became due on the 151 duy of De-
oember lnat, and was patd from the Cannl debt sluking
funds, leaving the total mmount of the debt, at this date,
$7,750,016 29, But for the unfortunate muladiata s e
tion of the eanals, and the wasting of their re in
former years, the Canal debt would also bave boen cn-
tirely extingmsied, and we should have the satisfaction
of aunounciug that the Stute was entirely free from
debt.

A HOPEFUL VIEW OF THE CANALS,

The details of the peceipts snd expenditures apon the
canals, aud the alstement in regard to the Canal debt and
sluking fund, wiil be found in the report of the Auditor
of the Canal Departmnent.

I wy last arnuai message I had ocension to refer to
the heavy losaes of the forwarders and bostmen on the
canals, cansed by thé general depression of business, und
the extrnartinary competition of the rallways, capeovlally
during the season of 1876, During that jear the crops
were aliort, the volume of busioess was very small, and
the rates of freight tnsuficient o puy expenses, 1t is
very gratifying 1o be uble 10 stste that, during the past
season, & warked lmprovement has taken pluce. The
competition of the railways hus been less ruinoeus,
the crops bave been uuusually abundaut, the busincss
wpot the eanals bas increased to such an cxtent that all
the nvailible bouts bave breg brought inte service, snd
full and retiunerative eates of frelght bave been froely
puld. A svason of greater prosperity for forwurders and
bontuicn Lis bot been Known in many years, lu view of
the depression and lokses of 1876, and not unticipating
the revival which bas taken plice i 1877, the tolls were
reduced to an extremely low rate for the last year. Cone
pequently  the reveuurs lLave not Lkept puce with
the fucrease of busness. The gross  smount  of
receipts, from  all  soutces,  Was #1,008.501 0L
The expenditures for supermtendence, eolloction,
aud ordinary repatrs, amounied to 1,050,520 63, show-
1K ul execes of peoeiple uver expetditures (or fue tiscal
yeur amonuting W e trifllg swn of SHLUG1 53 1o be
it fnto the winkiog fu b, This leaves o largo doticlen-
o) fo be apphed by taxation, At leost & one-fourth nall
tax wiil be reguired for that purpose, "

Yue gross tolls for the calendar yoor 1870 wera
1,440,008 30 the gross tolls for tio enlendur yoar 1577
were 2550,000, showing a talling oft  { $460,008 30, This
sbows a Jower umnouut of recvipis for tolls than 1 een
kuown within the last forty-tive yeara. As the Couatitu-
tion limlts the smount which can be expouded during
thix year to e gross amonut received duriog the Just
Fear, it will be seen frow the above stacweant thiat [§ IS
& un sbsolute necessity that the expenditines should be
redueed, during the presont year, very largely. The only
Do of wevow plishing tols necessary reduction i, m my
Judsoeat, dmwediate adoption of the chuog® of admin:
fscration provided for fu the gwendment of the Coustilue
ton, by the appointment at (the eaclicat pracicable day,
of a Superinteudent of Pablie Works, whose duty it will
b to devise g vew plan of sdiinistration and o thor
olgn reovganizallon. By uakiug tuls edsnee, iGs be
Lieved tout the expenditures for e current year onb
strely be brought below the gross amount of reventes
for the last your, and the savies uped ibe cauols tm-
proved in every respect.

Must of the evils, waste and corruptfon which have dis-
graced tue wansgoment of the canuls 1w fonper years
wrose from the systematic extruvagauee and fraud luoz
prevaleut upon them, and wiich il grown iuio mou-
siruus proportions when tuey were arrested by the
tuorougi investigution wod rewonn juaugurated in 4875,
Ail experience has sbown that the pavigadon = Lhe
cunals is voi moproved, buk s aclially datagoed by
large revenues, leadiug to wasteful, careless aud cotrupt
cxpenditures. Tuis s dlusivated by toe expericoce of
thi past season. The expenditnres bave been much
lower thun foF Wwany years previons, bué o oo one of
Tt bave the canals bewli 1e stich complete ordet, sud
#0 free nom breaks and ierrupions w savigation. And
yet the adwigstistion, during 1577, huggbecs undor L
il cumbersote sl expensive sysiein.

It i the opaiion of many Woll-aformed wen, that by
poacing the admwinistralion nuder one respoisible ead,
oo Will adopt 4 new systein, cutthug off all abusos, the
entals can e successToldy woanagod for vao sl the ex-
peuses incucred A 102 e lass year. Tuis oxpegiation
By Do oo mang i, wied 18 W be dmprindei to act i
1 pefore 10 sas oveatried, bat Dirast (b may o Yery boaly
revized,  ilhe extrsordimary aud graliying resulis
Wided bave oveR Peacurd dn Lo aldie plisuls by
the faltllul wad eMelons sopervistion of ouo rosotisibile
Dead £Ive toasoll Lo pupe tor stmllae resitis duder Like
Wnudgoiont of the cabam The b gidiation wecessary o
ety toe tuendwent of tae Constibation bty cffeet was
aowpted by tho st Legislaiure, DU 8l oo Laig i perind
W permit o supecintendons W ddopt & new Plan and

Prrlgel @ bew  oratudabion befure  Lue  opetiing
ul BaAvVig oW 1 Wrust Lhal  Bo BRICCssuL Y
deiay  will now owewr o canying o elivet
e dwendinent which ooas  beovme Vikel W0 e pros
e oot to the very eadstente, of The caniis,

Lo BMapiuveiieot Jo ocanal bratsporiaiion o tue lasl
Retsnlh (i o eomstienee untilabowl the Ist of Juiy. Fioan

Rooked abater Lodl s cotrmee 0 Lhie season, Lo DUt ol Dusls
Wl Was Tound Lisullicient
L et L deiatids upon Wien,  IE Is contluently ex-
pected that tue lwmprovewent wil cout nue threughout
Rkt s idtmbe ik B0 ol souwsott, alid eoanl low Lot will
b bathe sullicient to sapply tlus actioeoney. B ks ex-
P sball Dy readdZod, e cduuls will suow Bk
Lty bave puasstd safely (nrough the coisis of fuancial
sasier, amd oot tuey wiil beaeefortn b LCTR TR
Lo reguseineils of the coustiubion, aud at e sawe
Lisuie mecaboe tue prospenily of Lose wao Lav.gale Lot
g oy canuol do Lisls 18w capfsacoll of weakiess
AY Waled baelr itiends will e wnws g Lo ki,
e Lo die oo prardbive tubile o Wi Awmbitor's
ot goving tv incowe sl payie nis o eavh of the
Cotuids suuws Coad of JdL Cue canals Lo tue Sy ouly Lus
Erie varved wore thin (Gs ex ponses, aud Loal widle tLut
Yoeded tue swall revente of S8l 540 58 uver cxpoliais,
BoWEly als Lo otieers Latled Lo proaice o ball, oF oVeu o
Jolrbas, 0 tae st Xpendod to Ko Laow s Pepaar,

Al e laderals souls of tue Fow cXoepl Lue Ua) dgn
B oot e praciically abaodonmd, No o furtaer ese
prinliinges sioiid be wsae apoy (dow.  Teose north of
Ll Erie, reaguived oy the Cosstioution to be kopt, give ro-
slidis 0f @ very discodraing Laiire.

Lue OsWwego catisl suuws recolpls ol 820,473 40, ex-
Pelaitures ol #0004 28; the Black Kiver recoipla of
#1711, expeniliares or 354,051 235 toe Chanipladn jo-
Ceapis of $05,161 77, and expeaditares of 214,359 K1,

HETTER MANAGEMENT OF PRISONA

A crout Buproveiieus o be uoted g tue wffiis of the
Bra.e is taul suowa fu tue managauesl ol Lis Stute
Poisnaa, Tue uawbor 0f GoAVIUE L Lao Biree prisous on
L Suth of Beptember, 1577, was us folivws
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Low totul pawbes on septomber 30, 1876, wus 3,008,
BHUW LK b 0 ense Tur fue present yeur of elglity-six.
Tue sdvances trom the treasury exe eded the reevipts
Troan Lie prison earnings for tue tae d vear euding Sep-
tewber G0 usl oy thie sum of $300,088 08, The detied,
s plveu (oY last anuoel messuge, wos $704,870 55,
showing b deotesse of e anunsd draft opon e Stuate
troasury of $334,601 77, As the prescint Baperiniendogt
did pot enter vpon s ol datics uotf] the 170 day
of Februwry, 1577, und had, therefore, boen Ju coutrol
Uitie wore (hau seven mouths ol tue end of e fecal
year, s reswil s the more eredinble.  OF the aciual
@bl the tirst five wouths, durlug which the prisvns
were Mauaged under the old sysiem, developed by far
boe grewter part. Tt 18 but Tl to wdd that tus returns of
Blug Siug, forerly the wmost costly of sll Wym-u,’ur
Lot busb tureo moutbs of the culendar year slow an
wotual revenne Lo tie Sqate Treqsury over all expendl-
tures,  These flgures suow strong prool of the wisdom
of the uew sysiem of mansging our pubite lustitutions
through o single respousible boud, wod inspire tie tope
Chmt du usliort tine e prisons of Lie Slale, 8o lvng B
custly hardou Lo the taxpavers, will vecowe self-sust un-
Wy Au egoel Myvautuge of the present sysiom alresdy
Btidiued 18 soube 0 e botter disclplue sod groster lu-
dustry maintainod sl the several prisons; morelly, far
mure beneticial fo Wodr tmates Lhau the llocuse sod ir-
regularitios of forwer tiines
In conpsotion witu (b peasl system of the State, I ask
thal you consdder the overcrowdsod condition of var State
prisous, lnrsely the rosult of exoessive sentences.  Bowe
yrors slnee an gel was passed, allowing wery cousidera-
ble deduetions frow the torms of convicts weose bolinv-
lor snould be satafuciory during tieir conflmement.
Tuis law has much improved the discipline in our
prisons, aod  bas worked well iInm Wl re
spects. A sudy  of  the commitmeuts sluos
1is  pussuge, bowever, leads to the conolisivn
thut our oriminel courts, capocially in the city of New-
York, take nocouut of these doedoctions in passing sen-
tenoes, sud by lwposing longer terwus really defeat the

oljeet of the commntatlon act, The extrome pranltiea
Jof the law nre often foflioted for Grst offenses of cvery
wrade. It javet at all uncomnnon to Sul in the Sie
prisons lndsof sixteon or eighitesn who, fora really trl vial
fault, upon theie plea of gailty to an fndietmout of
some grave erime, bave been sent fo  privon for
twenty yeara, Burh Loys are too often, althoush in-
peeent, led to plead guilty to erhines they never commit-
ted, by the persussions of indolent or unprin ipled
Inwyers, who baving robbed them of their woney seok
thus to avold the tromble of triala. Soma s et conviets
are able to brivg their easca to the noloe of the Ex.on-

rive, with proofs which justity the exorciep of elemency,
bt the great majorny drag ont weetohd lives in prisen,
emerging ut 1ast nacless to themselves and the esmini-
pity, It soeme thing somue steps should S taken to provent
this Infustice, nud I ask that ';nu ronslder the malter i
eonnection with the suhfoet of penaltic .

The Sinie Refornstory at Elnira approsches somyle-
tion, and now conlams about 140 copviets.  The Logiwia-
ture, st its Iast sosshion, possed an aet g1 iong the bontd of
INNDBEETS W digeretion  in  1he  detention,  re-
lease and supervision of e ertuinals  compntied
to their ecuarge. Under thls wet, it was  boped
by those who had given wueh  attenthon do the
sabject, the meximmn  of moerl  fwprovement in
yoathful  convicts wmght be attained.  The aystem
s, of coorse, un experiment. [t bas been often advo-
exated, but never before so thoroughly tried o Lhie stuie,
The reformwntory isbolleved to be st present so adiiiis-
tered as Lo Insuie the success of the experiment, it sie-
cess a3 possibln,  There have been expended npon the
buildings upd gronuds, fitiings apd ‘orniiure of the re-
formutory, dunug the past year, 50,000, loaviwg oo un-
expendid balaucr of the appropristan wade lust Wirter
of 105,000, which (e wapszers estitnaie wiil be ot
clent to complete the butldlng  Btowill then necoine-
date 00 eonvicts, and may furdsh ueoded telief to our
crowded State prisons,

UNEMFLOYED LAROR,

‘The depresston in all branclies of trade, business and
mnnufacture, and the wieek of our 0o butnerons rall
road, minfog, fron and miliing veptures, have thrown
onut of employ a vast nuener of laboring wen, who, w ith-
out taalt of thelr own, are now sulferfpg extreme want,
While It s true that legislution can do Witle fer their
relief, 1t s well to understand clearly the causes which
have led to thelr disiress. In 1860 lLere Was no vom,
plaint of Jlick of ewploymwent or Feanlt  Wagcs
The money of the conutry wid  #pecis or  paper
vonvertthis fn'o it at will, The enrrency was suhstat-
tally steady sod uolform, us was the condition of all
branches of trade and Industry, aml the prices of labor
and of the pecessaries of Wle. The Liws of trade reeu-
Inted and eonirolled the ontire energy of onr eommunity,

Tmsmediately atter the commencoment of the eivil war
iu 1sGL the Genorad Goverswent began o intlation of
the cirreuey by the st of paper o v. Tais mwon
lod to the suspetishon of 80cie payuwenis, aml cons-

anien iy The velgme of tho cimvenes demunded by trade
Yind tio regnlutor.  Withia three or four 3 thie ¥ulitue
of onE clipreuey was swoilen o mare than doubile the

wmonnt i wse dn 1860 and 1861, The Ineviialils resolt
followed ; o raptd tervase of the prics of il eommedi-
tiew. nu wpnntoral stimnlation of tende and manmfne-
tores, nd w pecesa Ty Inerease i e wages of mechey
sees, wrtisans and luborors,

Al the sano tage pnether grest ovil woas strongiy ofe-
vilupedd
varions brapelies of wanufacture, takiuvg sdvantagy of
tir pocessitiss of the Gorermiment, rusoed to Congress
aud, by every ipoans in thelr power, procared, each tor
s osvm Beme e, Gl Yevy of whnt were ealled proteckive
duties, under the false pretenon of ralsiae revenie for
o0 Government, D reslly o eampe! consumera to pmy
exorbitant prives for the fay o artfelss thins prote gtedd,

Under wing and stimaly ks so-cmlled protest

"
new epterprises were undertakeon @ new, nhd exicosive

radlsnys
and  foands

focteries  baidt: new  aud  necdlogs

Jroted und underinken;  now
ries opened, and artles  of  Taborers  allured o
ligh wages 1o these  enlerprises trom  fle
sarleuttnre s other sober and ratimal erploy ments
Nle. The few notes of wirnipe s againsl the oer
Liin eonsequenees of tiis wild overation sere unlieedel,
Extravigunes of exprenliinre, the nh-emo of nvervthing
Vike Trucpiily and econvimy ebtsined wil Al reetions,
The empty amd delusdve bntile 1hins ratscd conld ot
erdure, aod  withough  kept  atfont ¥ the
power of the Govirnment so long o8 i1 Wis e
Ehile, It mel ot last the imevitable day of  doow
Trungmnry fortones vantsied (o o moment, jlladyised
way robemes, wines, wills atd faciorles were gus-
ded, wnd teps of thoassiis of innece 1+ and usfor-
Dogvrs were loft without esployient of B
In 1wof bigh -
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PR
| Adintant-Generni, and

| 1....-:.pww wtwount, i s belleved, wiil Dot ex-
weed
Only 8 phentions Live heen made for the re-

P

disturbaucss  they wero entiroly  supprossed,
gvuﬂl' und good order m’mmd. and the military lorces
tomissed nnd petinrod o their homes, withott blood-
sied or cerfous destruetion of property. The sccounts
[or the services, transportation and subsisienee of the
troaps have been enrelu

exeepiions,

L)

ard offered In the proclamation above referred to.
The offer of (he reward bavieg fully socomplished ita
futmedinte oifect, 1 have, iu view of the convening of
elitare, whibdrawn (L | recommend, however,
some  inerease  of wsnsl  appropclatioun from
wliii:h rewnr 8 for the apprehension of criminnls are
palid.

A DIFFURION OF THE MILITIA,

At the present tine the Nattonnl Goard consists of
elght divisions, fmt"lm brigndes, one regimont and
eieven separale troops of cavalry, one baltalion and
cloven separsty buiterivs of artdflery, and twenny-foar
reglments, seven batialions and (weuly-ours sevarnie
compigites of infantey ; in all eomprising 1152 cotmis-
sloued offieers, sud 18,353 non-commissioned oflicers,
mgalcians and privates, makmg g aggregule foree of
SO,0080,

The report of the Adjutant-Ceneral, to which Tluvite
Four oavefnl gitention, showa In detail the nnmber amd
organization of the mililary forces of the State. It also
glves the Aetalis In fall of thelr operations during the
excittne flota tn Jaly last. The diselpline amd cficiency
of the torees wore llusteatod in o owost eratdfy ing man-

per dnring  the  severe  trisls  through  which
they  were  called 1o pass.  Ordered  sudidonly
to. duty, withont time for sultuble preparutions

fora campmign, they woved without a mnurour, and
with extraordinnry rapdity to their asshgned positlons,
atid then beoavior throughout was I the kighest degreo
ereditable to e, The ovents and the rosults shiow i ue-
ookstty of an efMetent anid wellorganized milliary foree of
Its owm, bn evers State that woitle matutaln s hndepend-
enoe and (he suprenoey of ita liw s, without ealling npon
the Federa! Government,

Whilet the serviees to which T have referred prove the

general pxeelinnes of onr organization in thita Stare, they
also diseloss cortain polots i regand to w Wik Bnproves
ments are  possible  and dmportant.  Several regh |
wente  and brigades  were  foumd (0 contain vory |
few wien, Lt o foll aumber of oMeers,  Thess have been |
pudergoing distaudment o o Inrge eXtent, by which
efliciiney will be goined nud cxpwise savnd,

The Adintant-General nrges i his repor 1 Tmpri-

auce ol organifne & separite company in each count ¥
whegy there s Bo ToguiBoul of Bzt talion,  Suen ¢ 1= i
wili o, with fuli nambers aid good ufilees, wonbd be at all
Litnes avmiintle al tae eall of the shoriffs of the reverad
cotnties in ¢ s el dlstariances, ana i was fotnd by
pxy we during the st Suramer thint companics of
thils o lnss pwrforodd execticnt serviee and were eaally
Tormed tnto battabions orattachod to other Orgumizniions,

taid=

Foomitaliy*approve the sovommenialion of the A

General i this respect, and also soch  inee .

peations as will enslile evers enbisted mon 3

tu e fally euipgedt without personnl expease to buueell.
CHRITICLSM THE sCHOOL SYSTREML

e Superintenie of Poblle Tnstructlon has given to
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of Ny Anil W o0ty e years 1,580,238
be sl beowes i covan the furegoing statoment taal e
mouey ralaed by taxation for the schools of the Slaie
aionnts L0 ek more than duuble tho st tegidred to
pay e onitee cxpenees of be State guvers o, execd

v, degisintive, Jadielal, clvil nod mbiitery, The

piaditiere of wo inrge an amonst of puliie ey ToF aoy
purposs s lustile 1o dead e gioal abiises, a8 las boon
abiown tn all our past experiogios,

i oy Judamenl o very great wroky Las alrwady grown
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sigdiators, rentorced from every largs clty in Bare s, werd
wumsually artive and mwallzuant, Spreading the .
bl vver the conntey, they enidoavoresd fo orcmin b cepa i

e ] those who bad epmplovment and te sta ap e

wh
vl pasaluas of those who lad not,
fortd for strikes on' all cae petnelpa. ralway tnesand
inoull the large tilgong otd manufaetnrimeg ost
fienta.  These elforts culwmatod o wid seeies of rio
apid Woodsbed du sevees] States,  Like sesmes wer
threatened in this State on the 1<t of Tuiv, and broke vat
1t aots of open vielenow on Lee 2100 of that mupth,  The
trons upou the Evie and  New-York Centrier Bailwavs
were forcibly stopped : the depols, Irelgbic-honses ad
rolany stock taken prosse 1ol by viclenoe sl theeal
ened with destimet ion by Tire; Doanest aud spno ot e
botets Gnd caagpdos e w o relusod Lo abandon teeie wark
il thesr places Tureed from the Wdis or delven (o
the shiops.  Exetied erowds of et wees collected s 40
hany, i Seraeuse, ot Buffalo, ot Horneipwtie, ar Corn
b, #1 Eralrw, and Lie pesce of L oity of NeweYoru
wirk seriously trvatened.

1n tlys condition of tlings it was bopossiile lo hositat
a8 to the conrse to be pursued by (e Chiet Muagiste of
the Bouve. Mueh ns all wen are dependent npon Lhe o
for pmh-r-nuu. there is o oue elnss wmore coistantly in
nsed of it, or over whom its protecting power shoald e
more oconsiantly exercised tban the poor anid Inlie
ing. And, gremtly na  onr  sympathles et
be exercisied  dno thelr  beboif, n"l.l-n. wieked  and
evil disposed men undertook even in their name to st
the Govermment at deflavee, sud to overtura the liws
made tor thoir profecticn, i1 Was [peinmbent opos the au-
tiorities at onee to vindieats the midesty of he law, pod
ninke its power felt. Beeing the magniiune of ihe dis
warbanee, sud tie danger of lts spreadin fertie  whols
Rtute, tue sutire Toroe of the National Guard was oodeied
under arws, o bold 1self ready to move at a womeal's
nobies,

The manuer in which the military foroes of the siute
respotided 1o this order was worthy of wll pralse. Toe
Hdth Hegiment, of Rocbester, the T4th, of Buftulo, ine
110 battsbon awd battery, of Elmirs, avd e 200
Kexhwont, of Brooklyn, wero first ordered 1o Hormells,
ville, where the disturbanee eounnenced, The Oth Fog-

Conalrinatbonin wes

yment, of New-York, the 10th sud 250k,

Albany, the Troy Citisen's Corps, and  the 'rf
bits Corps, of  Troy, with  some  peparate
cowpanies, were ordéred 1o Albany,  The Albuny

Burgesses Corps spd e Jackson Corps voelunteered
their services and were neceptod,  The 49th Keg-
ment, of Auburn, the 65th, of Boaffade, sed several
soparate  companies  wery orderod 0 Baflio, the

i Battabion, of Ithaca, Was ordered o Eluita, aud
the Bth Regiment, of New-York, to Byracass, Tue
several regunents, buttallons and com panies wbove wen-
tioued, moved 1o the respeclve potnis desigouted with
extruordinary mpdity snd good or. Toer behavior
thiroughont was 0lgaly erslitable to thelr diselplive apd
aiuing s cltizen soldiers.

Oue of the wost dangerns modes of Interforing with
the upreration of the r-um‘m wiis the towrimg up of the
trwcks uud the pladug of Lrucbions upon tiew for the
ru.n pore  Of wiecking  tradug, tbercby dmperlling

he lives of tuen  passcngers  and duhu'.'tu e
propetty  In ¥ of  traunsp i ﬂ’unu-
walely, tho Leglslature, st its last session, pussed i uet
wdlicting severe peonitios upon parcties guildly of this
monstions criwe,  Along with the movements of the
Lroups ubove mention 1 bsstiod & proclumation reciting
thy aul, and oflering

tor the urrest wod convicuon
of 1ts violntion, und calling
ifla, wud district alorneys lo
tion of offenders,  The weasires taken
urely effectual. Withio one week lruiu Lhe
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w Prosiding for [ TTR] O AT bridees apd echartenng eome-
phides lor savh putpaoses, cxoept onth Hnusoen hiver
Desow Warberford, and e the Bast River, or over thg
witters forpnng & pact of the boutedacies of Che Soele™

Soetion 19 of articie 3, be us follows & ** Tae Legisiniare
shial] pedidwer gudit por allow wny prvate clelw or se-
poitnt sgalust he Brate, bul way approprlaie woetey
Py sue b clabos ae shadl bave becn wwdited and sllowed
wevording W aw."

soitiion 24 of setdele 3 provlides that * The Legialuture
whall not, nor suall tie comison conivi of any eity, nor
any bowrd of supersisors Srant any CRUEh cotn e s tion
tunny publie oifieer, servant, agent or eontractor,”

The wim of theso chunges was to Fmit egislative ac-
Leon tn i tiors of wiieh ik s taspossibile thut the Loginla-
tire sbould bave aceurate knowledge.  Of the great
o ter of bills whioh | was unablde to approve at the
st senslon, o majoriky wiruged somme of ticse restrietive
provislones, and as thits doobiloss srose from oversight, 1
Love thought proper to lusert e boere.

I refor ngnin o the very uhjm'llul‘uhhe practies which
s prevatied of enacting genorsl legisiation in appro-
printion bilke. 10 places legisintive provislons where no
ane ever expects to flud them, and g them be-
voud the reseh of disapprovel by the Governor,
unless he veloes the whole bl tn whieh they are con-
tmined.  Thers was less ob this misehiof In the sppropris-
Lo butls tust year thsn husd become usual, but there was
too much of it It should Be discontinued altogethor.

For soiue years past 1t bas been Lhe polley of  the Con,
stitution to Jessen foesl and  specinl legislution, I
peed pot dwell on the grest extent to which tida
class of statntes bad  swelled ot the thme the
poople, by nmending the Constitution, sougbt to dimin-
wo it The settled purpose of the people Is to commit
tias entire subject to general laws. Yet logalities still
attempt to deteat this sim, and to returm to the old und
evil puth of speoinl charters and epecial provistons, Al
though villuge s cannol now be so chartered, sod the gen-
crul et provides that those oteauized bofore the Constl-
tution was amended may ke the benefit of the new
system, offoria are often made to amond the old
cugrters by special  acts,  und  thereby  secure
u now special elirter under tue @ilse of wn Bmend-
ment, In neasly every case such smendments are dl-
reotly in copflict with the polloy and provisious of the
gevernl stalutes, winl seek LY means wWore or loas no-
worthy to gnin local ndvintage at the expeuss of gencral
poliey, Oureful reflection on this suljeck s convineed
we that far less evils will result from a refusal to conot

M Mmaney.
lons, or designut-

K 1oed, per contage
durlug the term ler

L
uor dnddiy lduind

or ve the wass of wwendmenis  proposed Lo Less
.w‘u'f.';'n” viliage charters, and the rum-'oncu of vhe whole

subjoct of village sriovanees t6 the general laws pro-
vided for thedr reguiation. This course I earncstly urge
Emwun.muummmmw it will give fo

e overburdencd files of the Legislature and Exccutive
will more thun compensate for suy oceasiouil [riction in
the adjustment of local affuira, - p

HOW TO GOVERN THE METRAPOLIS,

The vast avd inerensing population and busiuess of the
eity of Now-York, its position as the commerelal metrop-
olis of the Westorn world, the rupld extevsion of its 1im
1ts, ita large corporations and lnstitutions of various
kinda, (ta political power, its Immense trade, and its fi-
pancial and einl ta, render ita proper,
ecovomieal and eficient government a problem of the
Nisliest importanse and of very serfous dificulty. About
twenty yeara ngo, the embnrrassmonts which had arfsen
i1 the locud government led fivst to the establishment of
feglnlative commisgons to control varions departments,
und finully transferred to the State enpitol nearly all the
appropriate powers of the Common Counell. Sinee then
&t every session of the Logislatare the Renate wnd As-
sem! 'v have, to o lares extent, presentod the appearance
of a bourd of aldecmen and assistant aldermen for the
clty of New-York,

The result s been dsastrons in the extreme, Within
that tiwe upwards of 2,100 laws have beon passed relat-
fowe to the cnty. These huve been, upon some subjeots, so
eonfused and coflleting thut the court of lost resort
Liwe pr need it ible to ssceriain mod declare
thielr true meaning. The enormous extent of eorruption

aud  punder perpetrated  vpuder  these  laws s
too  well  known  to reguire  réepetition. It
stunds  out a8 the  darkest  blot upon  the
records  of  the c¢ity oand  the Btate. Of  the

oppressive debt whieh hangs over the ey, the amount
of $55, 000,000 was pat gpon it by legislative acls for
which the city itaclf never applied. Of the 2,400 ncts
above yeferred to, the njority of thew will be lonnd to
b or Lo eover ol senedws for |I]I|II'I'JR'!‘. ur to clinnge
offlelul power from one cluss of men to another,

At the lnst sesslon of the Logtslntare over 150 hills re-
tnting to the city were introdaced into the tvo Houses,
uni 4 maforfty of them wore passed. Some of them orlgl-
ually rontained very gondd provisions for remedying evils
wlileh hind Im'--lul-I'ltﬂ!c-ruhl«,hntlnllu-lrpnwﬂrtll;nnxh
tho Leglslatare there had beon attucliod to all such pro-
vidous pmendments whieh were Intended to keop up
the ol aud corrupt sywicm, and whiei eould not fail of
producing more infory thau benetit, Muny of them wers
Lo In Oagrant viclation of the Constitulion,  For these
reasentts, and b the full eanvietion that It was worse than
nacless 1o plle upon the city of New-York any more lnws |
of the deseripiion of those which tad been possed dikine !
the lnst twemy ¥ LT retnrned ndl Bills of this elbarne-
ter without iy spgroval,

The question, *“What new s
remeins an open and  importaot
wulgect of monteipal e form was andor  disousslon
Tor muny wonths by w commisston composed of very asbile
and learned men appalntsl by my predecesdor,  wnd
whielr report was made to tie Leglslature ot it st dos
slon, ‘The plun of goverament propos 3 by the commls-
sion ot olsed, how, e e ments
to the Constiintion, prrevidd
By the lust Loginlat ey
mnst be approved by you slae before they can be sub-
mitted to the people, I you sco Bt Lo do so, they will |
B reforred to the people for setion nt the next genersl
eleetion,  In the event that voo withbold sueh approvual,
it will pemmln & grave question tor the Legistature to do-
termdine what shoubd be dene,

i my message reterning to the Assembly the bl en-
Hitled * An aek to sseure Detter Joeal government for the
City of Now - Vork,” | stated that tn my epmnion the great
wiit of the city was a charter,

1w st of the opiniop that the only efcetnul femuly
for the ovils under whieh the city satlfers, will les o care
tel il well eousidered eharter i the pafuare of
alitntl Joeul govermment with o «trong
Loeny leglsluture

to he  dane I
one.  The whole

Nep, oerfinin exle '

wiliner ts were

| e Congtiontlon,

GrEANIRIng
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i dlerisate  the  question  proses  that iF was |
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Among the dutfes deselyved upou the Logisluare by
the Constitation, will bw the re nigenent of the Beunte
A Asscmliy districts, sootion 4 winedl B oo Arbwle 3
of the Copstitation expmessly

harge the Legislature,
sIter eaek citiais, 10 so aljusl s districis thuat they
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Cortuinly we cannot expeet that the people will long
eontigue to ubserve the ordiary restriolious sod reguire
micn s of statute Jaw, If ther represeititives who ke
ot law ntterly dispegant and dely the ¢ pecial wan-
dutes of the Constitution they huve sulemly sworn to

support.
VIOLATIONS OF CORPORATE THUSTSR.

Life  lusursice 4 comparntively new to

tiis  eountry  having  been  bittle  known un-

e within  the st thirty  Fears. The eowpanica
st organlzed to transaet it el to follow sp uniredden
putli, aud 10 corroct errurs a8 they galued experience.
Thus feeling their way alond, us thelr methods improved
thele bastiess st wsefilness imereased. They now dis-
tribute wany willlons anuually swong wilows and or-
phisiis, 4 majority of wiom would otherwise be left des-
Htite,  Rueh srganizations, If well managed, are of in-
cstimatile benitie (o the community, and deserve all
peodful legistntive support sod protection.

From tine to thwe laws have been passed for the mu-
tual protection of insurer and msurcd. Bome of them
pave been extensively followed In other States. It can-
ot be cladmed that their operation has been emi eutly
successful, In some respects they have worked posi-
tive harm,  Although a detulled review of the suljecy ls
fur withont the seope of this wessuge, i1t 18 proper to In-
slauce the scctlon of our astatute prequiring  the
deposit by every losurance colpsny clartered’ in
||u?mlhlu, and of others not ll.l.ul’.’l.lll u shoilar
deposit in their own States, of F100,000 in s
ouritivs s a comdition procedent to the transaction of
business, Severnl other 8 ates nave added to their laws
8 requirement that cowpunica chartersd in this Buate
shouid nlso deposit a speciflied amonnt of secnritles with
their depariments before doimg business fu tiose Siates,
Tils Liss ulready resulted ln hardsuip, The woneys so de-
poaited in other States are completely beyond the control
of the eomprny which owns llta:u, our department which
supervises it, nud the jurisdiction of our State courts. A

rioetly solvent company muy God sl smbuarrassed

¥ the inereasing caills upon it for heavp deposits of
securitles o other States. T would seem that Tunds
thus beyona the jurisdiotion of our Htates, oucht not be
" and certified hi our departiment.
Axiin, great lujustios o

| miewiia ba B Livasury
fies T i b peptnd previadled, idivisies s codition of

Thibie= inve

autends the [
insulvent cumpaiies, sud mach of 1t ls dum i

where, anid also to
ean ooly seeure insurance at an Increased
somne miore equitabls plan of dissolation might be devised
for such cases, [t now the practice,
cutlon of the Attorney-General when ca
Buperintendent to pl ra of insol
ules in the bndnnfammm who, ot great expense of
time and money, and with Invariable loss to thoss Inter
ested, winds up its affuira, It muy well be asked If this
work would not be better and more cheaply done '3
placing the affairs of snch companies in the hands
other life lnsuranee or trust companies of high clhuracter
and of known andapproved responsibility, rather than
in the bands of recelver, who fre straniers to the prae-
tien! methods of managing this olnes of bi iness,

Aliiu to the busiuess of life Insurance, in mnn{ mp«:k
14 that of savings banks, These institutions holi fy b
the little treasnres of the poor. Upon their soundness
and honest management depends much of that puble
confldence casential to the business of the conntry. Nu-
merous failures smong these banks have brought heavy
losars upon those 111 abile to bear it and stripied many
of their entire savings. Al that I have said of the in-
sulvency of e insaraner companies id us wall appil-
enblo to the elosing of savings banks

I urge toe Legl-latare to take strict account of these
two clusses of fduciary corporstions, Thelr organization,
methods s peeds are so nearly uillie that they mny be
trested towother, The Stute whien charterad them bas o
rlht to say they shall be faithtul to tuose who trast them.
To that enil it shonlo hold them to a stoct accountability,
1t b8 i lamentiole fact that many organizations in boih
these great lines of busmess hive been found ntterly
unworthy of trost during the past fow years. e In-
surancs companies have engaged in reckless competition,
{'Nl_l ing exhorbitant commisslons and luvesting in cosily

uildings aud cquipwents, Savings batks, not conteut
with tilHng thelr proper sphere a8 enstodians of suail
mivv e, bave songht to extend their business by obtala-
g denosita of large smonnt, s conrse whieh 1 deprecated
in my last message. They 100, buve been gniliy of lm-

weer extr ovogange and management, 1 s cqually

Tene it the departments ereated for the espectnl saper- -
vislom of Liese istitutions bave furled to proteet the pub-
tte trom loss by sueh sbhorteomings, Whenoe this fulnre
has e 18 matter Tor your grave considersiion. 11 is
doubiless trie that the law which govern both the depait-
mienls and e counpanivs might ba wisoly anwnded, but
the sulject fs & most important ove, It must eestainly
e adioitted that the departmentsl examinations bave s
tar tulled w0 give the publie any safeduard at ali eot-
uarlmlm‘t{: with thedr encomous cost o the institutions
EXamne

THE CODE OF PROCEFDUNRE,

In 1518 the ol evatem of practice at Inw and equity
wins s ronied, smit in its stead wis enacted the codo of
eivil procedire,  Contemplating at this distance of taue
(he rositlts of the change, 1t may well be donbted swoetier
It confersed any substantinl benefit upon the people ut
alt equivatent (o the evils of which it was the causs,
For twenty-five sears the practice of low was unsettled,
Private righits were lperled by differing constroctiona
o remdbal provisions, aud Donsands of praciice ques.
tions bardened our courts and erowded one law reporia,

At lust, however, at the end of a quarter of & century,
the consteuetion of the code bud been substantially
flved by the conrts, It waa no longer cowmon to

wo n oeitlzen  deprived  of  sabstantial  rights (o
our  teitamals  throngh  mistaken  views of  prae-
tiee. Toe Legislature prased an Aet March 2, 1870,

aputhoriziog cortaim cotumissloners to * revine, alwplify,
arrange omd eonselidate all statntes of the Stite of Now-

k™ goneril I petmnnent in thetr vature,” aol in
pectormning tabs duty to bring * together sll stututes und
piets of statutes which, frow sioilariiy o sabject,
otght to be bhronelit together, vmitting redundant or ol-
Moot onwctments, nod waking such slierntions as may
b neeessaly to recotictle tie contpmdicbons, sapply the
us aud amend the imoerfictious of the originsl

ssaty here Lo diseuss the sepions v debated
PR muthar ity was nob uieant to cXtend Lo
v of practiee.  The commulssionees
il volnminous sl o T
e Part of it mela ong 1,496
tiona, waa vnae te Loalalnture of 1578, wity s
provision it it shonld not take offeet until May 1,
1577, Lais dute the Leglsduture, at [ta lust seaston,
g 1o September 1, 1277, smee which date
that guert of the revised system bins been ino
unider. the  resiored pame of Y Tae  Cods o
proevidure” The rempinde: of Whe propesed cod
Taining 13080 seelions, wis passed by the Legislainn
seny (0 the Excentive Contaber, with mioee thag
Ot r bl to b e tend opon dnrtog the thiriy dbeys
owilne U adlouriment,  1e wan s ple sbeul b pusit Tiey
for vt Lhe ek, whoe b vovered neariy Tew elosely primied
i 4 Pl Constitatoon fortaude ifs enactment niter |be
seldonirmpent wikbout the s wn appov ) of the Gov-
eruer, 1 dmd got feel suthorized to appiove an act wioel
1 el mot resd, sind Che Witl, thepefore, talled t
w law.  The mater will, undonbtedly, be broaght to
Your atlention,
t o s only
P can only
Boninss prenlondd of dhonte® i
v lon, wineh wil

poper to temind you that this new sys.
weo comtinued ab Ehe eXporist of alier
I i dgntton Gver ibs g per cotis
sost Bhe poupie of Lt Sieie many
Alrewly  serious  queslous of
tohwve boen iy beluzee e couria.  'The
r will be presented to yon whether the
b w0 Tal wuperior (o e o ll o Ly Jostify
ihig the wihoke sdudmatention of wavil

pe confuston of constraetion from wihich 1§
ites Jrist o piered P eonets wder the ol ssstem,
F sk Ay wudersianud, ane iy Burdeocd  wilh
Lualvir LT PN sl BE sevis 0 Wise

of prisctice Litgabion
ok tielr aeebimas

e appron ELtie W Hss
sl st necorsaridy petard otill
Bt Dov oo Duatiiess,  Lsubanit 1o yonr oar Qi i hoe-
Gt e progesition that tlis grave said ot woull be
et ol Oy Blee pepond of the partal code whieh
v fent on bhe first of = mhber, :

. t b oof tie umles whlel wis din forve up ta that
ke, o e e ndod, from thime o Lo, @8 oawrcbice
Hay sitgstel.

SPECIE PAYMENTS ADVOUATED,

I view of the discossons going on o the Congress of
the United Stintes, 1F serms projer (or me o rendml you
wand onr peapde L, wiideVer ay llu|l|-- u vlsewhere,
psecke et NS ke, HEOGE EXGsting laws, to be resiaed
Jax this =tate froa atnl after ghe irst diy of Januwary mest.
Chaptet T4, of the Laws of JRTH, provides, first, that
after the Hist day of Junnary, 1570, all texes lovied In
this =tut palild in gotd or 1o eoln eortiilcatvs or
batik-totes podeetuabie in golds sl secoudly, tast inall
thiut date, the word
dobbats sl be vonsiriod 1o wean culn. ALl our taxes,
weneral and bocal, melwling eanal tolls, witl, next year,

slitll B

wontricts thde in Gils Sigate aller

U iy b b gl fo gold or s equivalent, and the courts

wi Wt sl e provats coniiac. s JUL 1
Lt owdll b meen thiat thie iy Hxed in this law of our
Srate s the sine whdeh is appaointed by r\ll-lm.: stutintes
L reanmpiion of specie g -
e low premomm on gohd, Wil

e il

of vie Unated Siates T

alli Lo specie payiients wiug gonerallp re

eebablla el Al i carty iy,

It sottns to tne uesnifesd pow that IF the credit of the
Feders!  Government  can be  maataloed ot the
prind ot bt b stomd & month of tWo. age, so thist its
Dotnis Beartng 1w interest ave tieely sold, the Trepsury
it B abibe to rostme poyinent on or before the day
et fthom 1 A Lo Loe powmunity, We
haav e, o fined, passsd throngh nll the sulloring invoelved
i e pednetion of priees widel foevitay Tl low the
Tadme %abiges of u petlod AT great (uflation. Frices both of
Waes il propecty are, with few exéepiions, lower
Loadny thuni they would liove been it we ludd never de-
partedd Lo Kl fared 3 and 1o not doubt that
Pl pestnpbbon of sp aymenis will, at oec, inerease
thie eaelotgeable value of property  and  the warket-
prive of lubior, Ty ane in o W Lo st Gk a pro-
fongniion of The present uneertain Mion o talng
will birltg veliel to those Who, oWing money , uopw Lo I
e e Tor Thle puogwerey, or to that large elass of en
whitel ts touking for beser rates of wiges, With the pres-
et want of contlidener, property does oot feadily th
ClsOER Gk any price § caupital is Ginkd in avesting ; cuier-
Prise bs vlie Kol Vntil eonthdenoe is rosiore e wouted
welivity tn the exchanging ol property will nut return,
annd undl tie present tondeney Lo Insebivity wnd alinost
WDl caution Coases, we will look fn viun Tor o blguer
raie ol Wages, No Hoanea) dovive, by way ol renewed
Intlation o dedisement of our woney, Wil compensite
for the disastrons effeots of the additional loss of oou-
Hidener wiieh any such deviee will bring about.  Hellet
1w e 4t Dtk AT we will soek dUby the strmigat road ;
wnid it woilld be great weakuess now, wheth weo luyve lumi
the 1l eost of steeess, o take i sigle baokward step.

Any wavering on the part of the Federal Goverminent,
1 reapeek to This guestion, wusg bsve th - edect of pro-
longing detinitely and utensifying the unhappy con-
ditton of Inis s wnid of lndustey under which we have
suflered for several years, Thore can be vo evufldence
i prvile  Wuesactions 0 Lhe Guoneral  Govern-
went sel an exsople of & want of good falth, And
" wsl miways bDe borne n wind, w reference o
e preseut discusslon s to the precise mewning of the
Governmeot ohilgaions, thut the Guverument debe can-
ot be onforeed 3 Toere s to arbiter or tribuna! t deeide
hetween the Go penl wid s ereditors 3 the debt s
arpely uooiebt of louor ; in sich cises Lhe debtor eannot

oep  bimsel? cloar of the fmpuisidon of bud twith, ex-
copl by rullng sl duubiful questlons as to the meanuin
of lite provdse seiinst biwscll. T st that there wi
e wisdom enough at Wassington to svid hludering our
proscit hopel rogress toward specle pay i uts, ind
that the laws OF the Genoral Government, snd those of
our uwi Stale, on tis subjeet, will coutinue to be, s
they now ure, in harwony.
MISCELLANEOUS,

The Legislature has heretofure pussed resolutions di
recting  tho  Attorney-General to take legal pro-
cecdings to determiue the boundéry line botween
New-York and Connecticut through Long Island Sound,
Tue subjoct has been fully examined on behslf of
the Attorney-General, und the result of such examioation
aubmiited to me. 1 am of the opinlon woat it s best that
this queation should be seitlod by a commission, to ve

appointed by the two Stutes. [ am informed thet the
tii:wnrnur of Connecticut conenrs o tuis view, and wili
#0 advise the Logisiature of that Suste, 1, therefors,
recommend the appointment of comwissloners to
with comlssioners to be nlg;oiutnd by Con m-eucul,,‘
dewermins the boundary lne botwoeu Hiates 0ol Now-
York and Counegticut through Long Isisnd Sound.

1 have received a connuunieation Trom the Beore of
War, stating thut Cougress has o Wl Appro ou
fur toe maintenanee of the Autletam Nutional Cemeotary,
wmm:lnrun condition thal Lbe ttle w
pemotery atall be conveyed to the Unitod Blates,
titles his been held by the State of M 8 trustee
tor the saveral Statea that contributed tww, its estal

il ut. The 5 dary of Wir reguests thisk an sot be
r:ned by the Lextslature of this Blate, consenung to the

ansfer of the properiy by the Gu&nﬁ Mary o the
United Siates.  The dralt of such ”li as s req
wecompunivs the communication. It will be submitied w
the Legislature, und I recommend its early passage.

GOING ON WITH THE NEW CAPITOL
Itlsnow about ten yearssinoe the construction of the

L

new Capltol was pommenced. Up to the 105tk of

w.tm.hnuu.m.smummw
wpou if. This is & larger amount of money llu.'..,
pended on the original construction of the Ers ¥
Uhamplaln canals, and yel there is not & sitigie apay,
ment i the building completed. It seems beyond tay
reach of human foresight to discover when it may be gy,
fshed, or the emount of money which wil N
required for that purpose. [ respectfally nrge
every member of the Legllature to go thirougy
the vast plle of brick and stone, and Jodge for

what are the prospeets whien lie before the peoplo iy py.
gard to the enormons expenditares yel to be made, Ia
my message disapproving an appropriation of a millioy
of dullars ut the lust soasion of the Leeisinture, | siateg
fully my views in regard to tha whole subject. 1 bilioveq
ms-umw,mmmmmn.m-
further approprintion should be made, at least gty
Ehare was un improvement n business sod m the sapse.
ity of the people to pay taxes. § bolieved then, as | s
leve uow, that a Capltel of proper slze and of jropee
appearance, with far better convonlences for the trans
aotlon of public business, and far less expense o thy
maslntenunce of 1t, coala be bullt, Anlshed snd furnished,

fur mueh lesa money than it will
present buthding in all s vast aurgwx-m

The views ox «l by me in ve hesy
fuliy confiry by repeated personsl o Sumina lons
bullding. There 18 not the lfno': n:-ull o .|ltrt:' l&

there s, In the whols Stat mun of oom;
who would now advise tm.r:'u-:s{no;ml nud‘-r?
thuen of wiach a builiting as the New Capuiol, If it were ag

ur{gnl und open question, &
on with 1t s thar i

one only argiument for mnﬂ

wodo not proceed we lose nll mmense smonnl hag
has ak tween expesaded. This one consideration jg.
Auced the Leglslaiure to wake auappropriation of sl
wiillon of dolinrs, instead of the million, to wiieh | hz
ohjected.  Yielding t the convietion of the Legislature,
thnt for the ressons stated, the work must go o, and
e expondiinces coutinue, Lapproved the appropriation
for the half ymilon. I, however, mrnmpunl!-a the mp
proval with a recommendation that the mote s shonld he
devated to the completion, as far as rmllml. of the As
setibly enamber, lor the parpose of brnging some

of the building Into use at the varliest praeticable
sl Genting s adaptation to the uses for which it

Intended,  This recommendation was lollowed, and with
very restilia. Thie Aswmbly chumber bs s far
advonesd, that f 0 18 determined o go oy

wikls the worl, it can undonbtedly be ready Tor oeens
tien on the st of January, 1878, The expenditure of z
ball molbion  appropriated, of course lucrisses the
strengih vl the argument o which | have rolerred, m
favor of procecding. 10 itshall be the Judement of
Lewialnturs that o further sppropriation shiall ve mld:'
recomimend tiat it he econfined to the complelion of e
Asserably chiaiaber, the sSeuate chamber, and  poss

O OF LWO wulier spartioents, and that heoceforth (b
work procoed by the completion of eertaln sections of it
wileh mmy o brongit into use, instead of spreading the
expenditures over the whole budding, large portions of
wien are not veeded sod canuot be wsed Irvﬂllllllﬂrd.

Tue commissionors now 1o churge of the wourk have
heen attentive ol falthial lu the performanee of theis
difeait duties, They wre of the opinion 1hat it s vey
destrable that whalever appropriation (e Legislaiure
tiay ik Proper to wiske sliotis be wade at si early day
I thie wedalon 1o order Lhat o portion of It may be ised
fur ston: cutting durmg tue Winter, Toelr rovomimende
Uon du this respect wms Iy approval,

I wounid wlso make the same suggestion with referenes
to Wy appropristions which are to be made (or 1nsane
asyluios or other public vultmgs,  The praciiee of mak-
g e appropniations fo the supply Wl in the bucry aed
confusion of thr closing hours o tho session I8 & very
ol ctonable ome.  Taey WD be more Lkely Lo rocelve
the constderation and core whleh they should have, if
browgt torwied early i the sesslon, AL oo satme Hime,
fu view of the geneval peeaniacy embarmssaent, | have
T WEee o Yol the groatest possible frugulity colsist
out with publle interesis,

A FEW POLITICAL COMMENTS,

The tmportanes of your labors, the dignity and s
sponsdbility of your position, see satiolently attested by
the fwet that you are the leglslative reproscoiatives
of  nearly  BOOO000  of  peopl The populsion
and  weaith for  which you are 0 .care far
excend those of the Kepublie iu the days of Washingion
Thils would bo o great aud saered trist @t any e, 1§
1§ donbly 8o now, when the people are struggling to stem
the Wde of corruption and ertie, Which, ariginatog
during the war, bas since 8o Widely deiuged the Siate
and Nution, as o shinke, 8t times, the faith ol the west
boperul, In llll--lfllu' wit Wabs asinnll evil com porsd with
ita resulting  demoralisation,  The dght regard for con.
stitutions nid the law, the debascd and inflated cue
reney, and Buuily, the open tedifling with the pubiie Tath
to which it gave birth, have wronsht more barm o the
peeple than even its miglity suerilce of blood and
treusure,  Excosaive lusury o Nviog sprang ‘rem
imagmary wealth, and biuked with this came frand,
perjury, forgery aml defalcations, hrenchios of trast
in private business and among  pablie  sorTaet
stonding  berenth the obligattons of offleid oatbs
The rupine apd plumies which for tweve years dosolated
the Bouthern Stales, the common tre. son to oflical
o uf public pluce fur privale gsin
iy Lo the Narfon's sense of right

virlers At al the convicteg
frandsd of their cholew (o & Nae
cbion, sl roboed o0 Boe bt of sullraee s

U bt Conmtitation wiil the law. Tuey
Peesiileney of the Repuidhio is boid by
ottt po! eieeted To that ofiee, and without mors! tille

ton il prowers dnd bhone Liarid by 0 me
Jor ity of kae poople, vhie W an Execy
Live of taet, b not of right, that they may snve i
tand frow sparchy.  They woue the bss chnrge M
eredt erime  apon those  Ligh  officials by  whose
punspleacy ngatist the law it wes mads  possibie
Tlist Fasemer Lhietr sorvionts showld bave oot Bod 1l se lood

te b truth goves thom deop sonse of W 1'3
Know @ that  tiis  deflanee ol the
of 1t b unsde o precedent will bring onr G t

ewlip and eortatn el For ali tiese s
pupniar tecling 18 not wist those who luve our lustiie
Foonigs g fo mee I8,

Lt in spite of these discouragements, there e gad
grounds of bupe for the futnre. A soitnidier state of pud
B opnmon bs surely, though slowiy, develuplug. Moo
wity with niny, aiul good tuelinations wita e, an
beomdbingg b ratbobal Lving and closer seonmuy of ¢ Loele

tars . The peaple demaod more taihiml sersice of pute

cilivigds.  The prison doors are closing beliod nany wl
Lhie »Witid

srw whio from the panks Of socoalled gl pock
by, Bave sought to mabe ersme tvspectabie, ail w

w i bteve Bie d .y of oeteibutlon to tiose Wi falsdy
aud eorrapt tie ballot-box, @5 near st baml.  Thr wag
desprotisim of wil wipstion  1n the Soutberu Staled
v chosen 1

s Ll ! A the wi Lk vl
ol Luv penple, 1] t 1
fake your the wnemling

i
I neesd mot remid ¥

rlalit ol wrong.
Deshunnind 0 a0 lowg sl bias

of New-York
15 s stosind for
to puirily the p
[ P LT D

v rve k

el G youdi, L Ll
s bar 2 of your higa o pyole @il the vola ®
ol e State 1o toe canse of public worality ausd oftivial
victue. 1o pob deubt taat yon will brug te this greal
work youe lest oo gy auil vivat enlighitonesd il ts, and
Ve Hlint etsd T varuestly Despealt for yoo the guidanoe aml
pspuration of Lee Livine Peng witn whom aloue dwe g
pertect Wisdom, o RomNsox

——

THE PUSITION OF K11 UALISM,
il
DR, HOPKISS'S TETTER OX THE GRENERA] CONVEN.
TION—A MISKEPRESENTATION—THE CUL Lo AT

PEACE.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Si: I have read with elose attention the
fetter of the Rev. Dr J L Hopkins, published fo Tie Tuiw
vng of Nov. 24, and writlen, uppacently, (o give
what its author considors to be the true * insids litstory®
of the late Gepernl Convention of the Protestand Fyie
copal Chinreh.  Amons all the sourevs of gratificition w
ecaruvst Eptscopalians the one which gave muare sat afnee
tiow than any otier in conudcltion with the rovent o
vontion waa the Indisputable fact that the List tieneral
Convention wis the most harmontons and peaceful (sl
the Church has known fof Yery many years. And 1hie
fact, satisfying ns 1t s, 18 not valued for itsell alous, bok
boeause it indieated another and muneh more sigeifioant
and matlafying, fuct, viz, that the Iate Gegeral Conved
ton was distinguished tor its harmony and peace be
cause the Ctinreh itself is In unosial peace and barmony.
The most conclusive evidence of the reality of these (We
facts whitch could possibly be displayed, was given io sl
event whieh Dr. Hopkins mentions —the wulin for the
Charel's real and only work  of the offlel Hoard
of Missions and the voluntary Awerlcan Chiiol Missiogs
ary Bocloty., Al who kuow the istory of the missionary
work of the Episcopal Church fn s relutions to the par
tisan questions which bave disfigured and olsiiueted i
thank God and take cournge and strengih for the fuinm
when they toink of tbat resnlon. They houor tirsd
of ull the American Church Missionary Nm'mt{ that
wisg rowdy (0 move in the matter ; they bhonor the
uf‘&hﬂum toat It wus ready W0 weet the societs
way, They realize what 1 owans, They see that )
dicates tot only & rennion of corporate organizatl
W gennine roconciliation of hmtnrrhr atfections, ote 8
tranged by the apiritof partisan doubt and prejodiosi
il wore Lhan " nu‘y goe Uuuzl'm L’hmll:. oy wd.' ‘:ﬂ
well a8 miny others, closing up hor raoks an
m'a her lons for m‘d, umrnﬂl. heavenly work! 18
wil thess stcus of peace they cateh o thmml
giwetter revelation of God and Heaven than t r
ever tad before frow Lbe action of thelr Chu ok

Now, if the fucts be asl
that they are, why distab
Ciureu's ciump 18
tor ap wetlye and v
the best * taotios,'” und carefully dillliog for
why suouid ouo of her
rear ! Or it this Oguie
why shouid red
ussafwinia 1o

»
Elizabeth, N, J ,Dve. 17, 1877,
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